
Why Pilgrim’s Progress? 

Bunyan’s book is a good choice for three reasons: 

First, it is a good story.  It will hold your interest and the interest of your young children. The characters are strong, 
memorable, and realistic. And the arc of the plot is compelling. Even Huckleberry Finn liked this book: “I read 
considerable in it now and then. The statements was interesting, but tough.” Bunyan’s style is plain and clear, and 
the idea of the book is a strong one from start to finish. 

Second, it will teach you things you might not know.  Not facts, but insights about human nature and the spiritual 
life. InMere Christianity (III,2), C. S. Lewis put it this way: 

Anyone who is honestly trying to be a Christian will soon find his intelligence sharpened: one of the reasons why it 
needs no special education to be a Christian is that Christianity is an education itself. That is why an uneducated 
believer like Bunyan was able to write a book that has astonished the whole world. 

Third, the book is a classic.  Jacques Barzun says that classic works have three qualities: thickness, adaptability, 
and publicness. Bunyan’s work is dense enough to serve as an allegory of the Christian’s entire spiritual life; its 
adaptability is evident in the way it carries forward a rich tradition that goes back to Chaucer’s Canterbury 
Tales and is itself carried forward in future works like Alcott’s Little Women; and its public nature is clear from the 
fact that it has been translated into about two hundred languages. Trinity students should graduate knowing what 
Vanity Fair and the Slough of Despond are. 

Which Version? 

 
 

For our youngest readers, Oliver Hunkin’s retelling in Dangerous Journey is an accessible and reliable 
abridgement with compelling illustrations. Trinity’s summer library cart in the Lower School entrance will have a 
number of copies of this version, which families can check out for a week at a time. 

John Bunyan's Pilgrim's Progress offers a superb original retelling of Bunyan’s beloved classic, masterfully 
illustrated with fifty dramatic watercolors by Barry Moser. 

For older Lower School readers, Little Pilgrim’s Progress has simplified vocabulary and concepts for younger 
readers, while keeping the story line intact. The result is a classic for youth, a delightful book with a message they 
can understand. 


