
On the Calendar
Friday, November 2

 Professional development
 day, no school

Tuesday, November 6
 Election day

Wednesday, November 7
 Open House, TK–6
Thursday, November 8
   Veterans Day Chapel
 11 a.m.
 LS early dismissal
 Board Meeting
 6:30 p.m.

Friday, November 9
 US fall play
 7 p.m. 

Saturday, November 10
 US fall play
 2 p.m., 7 p.m.

Wednesday, November 14
 Concert (grades 6–12)
 7 p.m.

Thursday, November 15
 TPO Third Thursday
 8:30 a.m.
 

 

The Once and 
Future School©

By Chip Denton

 Which  direction should a  school 
face? Backward toward the past, or 
forward toward the future? Should a 
school be primarily  conservative, 
guarding  the repository  of wisdom  from 
our  elders? Or  should it  be more 
progressive, looking  ahead to the 
challenges that will  face the generation 
leading  the world in  forty  years? Should 
the core values of a  school be shaped 
more by  the humanities,  with their 
attention  to the great  conversations of 
the past; or by  the sciences, which  are 
driven by  new  paradigms and the 
frontiers of knowledge? Should it  guard 
the analog  culture of learning  that it 
inherited from  the past  or  adopt the new 
digital world ahead?
 You  can  imagine that a  school  like 
Trinity,  whose mission  invokes a 
Christian, classical,  and unhurried 
education,  would attend to the voices 
from  the past.  Our  guiding lights,  from 
Socrates to Charlotte Mason,  are all 
dead. We think  that  there is something 
our  parents and grandparents knew  that 
is worth  discovering. Dorothy  Sayers, 
whose essay,  “The Lost  Tools of 
Learning,”  has inspired and influenced 
our  school  since the beginning,  proposed 
going back  to the medieval Trivium  for  a 
better  way  of education.  We are prone to 
believe,  prima  facie, that an  old book 
might be better than a new one. 
 But  in this brave new  world an  old 
computer  is never  better  than a  new  one. 
Whether  we Boomer  Digital Immigrants 
like it  or  not, every  student  at  Trinity 
School is,  by  virtue of age,  a  Digital 
Native.  They  will work,  read, play, shop, 
give,  and worship in a  world that is 
foreign  to us: more connected and faster 
than  we would like. We can slow  it  down 
and unplug  it  some, for  their  benefit,  but 
we cannot  turn  the clock back.  The 

question  is not  whether  they  will be digital 
and global  citizens. The question  is what 
kind of digital and global  citizens they  will 
be.  
 I refuse for  Trinity  School to be 
skewered on  the horns of this dilemma.  I 
feel enormous pressure to choose one side 
or  the other—in  one direction  when  I 
attend the annual conference of the 
Southern  Association  of Independent 
Schools, entitled “Leaders of the Future”; 
or  in  the other  when  I talk to parents or 
teachers who want  Trinity  to be a 
sanctuary  from  our  digital culture.  But this 
is not what  we set  out  to establish  when we 
founded Trinity.  We set forth, in  our 
bylaws, the goal  to “promote thoughtful 
and responsible engagement with the 
culture at large,  to the end that  our 
students will  answer God’s call  to 
transform  society  for  the common  good 
and the glory  of God.”  This means that we 
engage with  culture; and it means that  we 
do so thoughtfully. This is a  Third Way:  
neither  Once,  nor  Future,  but  Once and 
Future.
 Remembering the past  is essential to 
any  future worth  having.  Some things do 
not change, like our  humanness.  Belief in  a 
constant human nature is one of the 
presuppositions of a  classical  education. 
We think it  wise to look  back  to Socrates 
and Charlotte Mason  for  guidance about 
education  because we believe that 
personhood is something  constant. 
Attention  spans may  have changed,  but  the 
need for  attentiveness has not. Word-
processing is a  lot easier, but finding the 
right word is not,  to say  nothing  of 
matching  word and deed.  Even  with  their 
smart phones and iPads, our  students are 
still  angel-beasts, glorious ruins,  in  need of 
education and redemption.
 Moving  into the future,  Trinity  
students will be well prepared because 
they  have been given  the tools of learning. 
These gifts from the past are essential for
the future. The tools of learning,  the liberal 
arts,  are those skills that teach  us how  to 
learn. Students who have mastered these 
will have the capacity to approach any
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“Once and Future” from page 1
learning  challenge with  competence and confidence.  For 
the challenges of a  knowledge-based future,  knowing  how 
to listen  and speak, how  to read and write,  how  to think 
clearly  and speak  persuasively  will be more valuable by 
far  than  an  encyclopedic knowledge of something that 
Google can uncover in a nano-second.  
 In  1982  Christian author  and scholar  Tom  Howard 
published an  essay  in Christianity  Today entitled,  “What 
My  Children  Won’t  Learn  in  School.”  Howard asked 
himself just  what  he wanted schooling to do for his 
children:

I want them  to be civilized and articulate 
members of their  generation.  I want  them  to be 
able to live intelligently  in this epoch  and to bring 
to the choices they  make the judgments formed 
by  eons of human  experience.  I do not  want  them 
to be trapped inside the airless hutch  of 
modernity.  They  will be assisted here by  reading 
history  and poetry  and philosophy.  I do not  want 
them  to be ignorant as to the sort  of conditions 
under which  all mortal life must  be lived. They 
will get light on  this from  physics, astronomy, 
chemistry,  biology,  botany, anatomy, and so 
forth. I want their  capacity  to apprehend beauty 
to be awakened and nourished and regaled. 
Hence, I want  them  to know  about  Praxiteles and 
Virgil  and Giotto and Mozart. I do not  want  them 
to be traduced by  the bestial view  of mankind that 
is the specialty  of our  own  century. I would like 
them  to have Ulysses and Aeneas and Roland and 
Lear looming in  their  imaginations so that  they 
will have images against which  to test  figures like 
Arthur Miller’s salesman, or  Andy  Warhol,  or 
Charlie’s Angels.

 What  I want  for  our  children, the ones who attend 
Trinity  School now  and the ones who will  attend it 
twenty-five years from  now, is a  Once and Future School. 
I want a  school that  is conversant with  the past  and 
attentive to the future.  I want  a  school that  knows when  to 
use an  old tool  and when to use a  new  one. I want a  school 
that  teaches and trains students in  the ancient  habits and 
virtues so that  they  will be wise and self-controlled when 
they  face temptations I cannot yet  imagine.  I want  a 
school where the technologies of the future are  embraced 
with  thoughtfulness and moderation. I want  a  school 
where the creativity  and innovation  that emerge remind 
us of Leonardo or  Pascal or  Jefferson.  I want  a  school  that 
remembers. And a school that, like the wise woman  of 
Proverbs 31, smiles at the future.

© 2012 Peter T. Denton, Jr.

2What’s Happening

Help Collect Food for the Durham Rescue Mission
Fill bag and return by November 15

 The Varsity  Boys Soccer  team  is collecting  food for  the 
Durham  Rescue Mission  and would like your  help.  Last 
week,  your  child brought  home an  empty  grocery  bag  to be 
filled with  nonperishable food items.  Drop off filled bags in 
the South  Building or  Lower School reception  area by 
Thursday, November 15. The team  will  deliver  the food to 
the Rescue Mission and serve a meal there.

After-School Care on November 8 (LS Early 
Dismissal Day)
For students in grades TK–5, noon–5:30 p.m.

 After-school  care will  be available for  students in  grades 
TK–5  on  Thursday,  November  8, the upcoming Lower 
School early  dismissal  day,  from  noon  to 5:30 p.m.  Please 
note that  this is a  separate program  and all must  register, 
even  families currently  signed up for  Trinity  Neighborhood. 
The fee is $25.00  per child for  the day.  We do not have 
hourly  rates.  Please send in  a  bag  lunch  for  your  child (no 
microwave available). No nuts of any  kind can  be eaten in 
our  after-school  care due to severe nut allergies. A  snack  will 
be provided. 

 Spaces are limited, so please sign up as soon  as possible! 
Email Mary Hampton at mhampton@tsdch.org to register.

Financial Aid Application Deadline December 3
Returning families should apply by this date

 Current Trinity  families who are interested in  applying 
for  financial aid for  the 2013–2014  school  year  must do so 
no later  than December  3. Please be aware that as of 
October 2012 Trinity  has changed its financial aid system 
to TADS. Visit  the Financial  Aid page of our  website for 
more information  and instructions on  how  to apply  for 
financial aid. If you  have specific questions,  please contact 
Lorna  Spence, Director  of Admission,  at 919-402-8262 
ext. 1503 or lspence@tsdch.org. 

Read Dr. Denton’s blog at 
www.pedagogblog.blogspot.com.

Would You Like to Hear Dr. Denton’s 
Headmaster’s Dinner Presentation?
Copies available from Janice McAdams

 In  case you  couldn’t  make it  to the Headmaster’s 
Dinner, or  if you  would like to hear  Dr.  Denton’s message 
again, copies are available on flash  drive.  Contact Janice 
McAdams at jmcadams@tsdch.org if you would like one. 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENT
The following announcement, which is from an 

organization not affiliated with Trinity School, may be of 
interest to your family. Trinity School has not solicited, 

reviewed, or endorsed this announcement.

Girls on the Run at Trinity
Girls on the Run, a character development program 

for girls ages 8 to 12, holds a spring season at Trinity 
School. Online registration begins on November 5. Visit 
www.gotrtriangle.org for more information.
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Veterans’ Day at Trinity School
8LYVWHE]��2SZIQFIV��������E�Q����+SPH�+]Q

(This is a half-day for the Lower School)

Please join us at our all-school assembly to honor the service of our 
ŶĂƟŽŶ Ɛ͛�ǀĞƚĞƌĂŶƐ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ŽƵƌ�ĂŶŶƵĂů�sĞƚĞƌĂŶƐ͛��ĂǇ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͘

tĞ�ǁŝůů�ƉƌĞƐĞŶƚ�Ă�ǀŝĚĞŽ�ƐĂůƵƚĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĞŶůŝƐƚĞĚ�ŵĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŽŵĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ǀĞƚĞƌĂŶƐ
ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�dƌŝŶŝƚǇ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘�/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ�Ă�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ƚŽ�ƐŚĂƌĞ�ŽĨ�Ă�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ŵĞŵďĞƌ�ǁŚŽ�ŚĂƐ�
ƐĞƌǀĞĚ�Žƌ�ŝƐ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚůǇ�ƐĞƌǀŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ��ƌŵĞĚ�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͕�ƉůĞĂƐĞ�ĞŵĂŝů�ǇŽƵƌ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ƚŽ

Holley Broughton at hbroughton@tsdch.org

ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ�ŵĞŵďĞƌ Ɛ͛�ŶĂŵĞ͕�ƌĂŶŬ�ĂŶĚ��ďƌĂŶĐŚ�ŽĨ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ͘
/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�Ă�ƉŚŽƚŽ�ůĂƐƚ�ǇĞĂƌ͕ �ǁĞ�ƐƟůů�ŚĂǀĞ�ŝƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŝůů�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ŝƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ͘

�ŵĂŝůĞĚ�ƉŚŽƚŽƐ�ĂƌĞ�ƉƌĞĨĞƌƌĞĚ�ďƵƚ�ŝĨ�ǇŽƵ�ĂƌĞ�ƵŶĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ƐĞŶĚ�ǇŽƵƌ�ƉŚŽƚŽ͕�ǁĞ͛ůů�ƐĐĂŶ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞƚƵƌŶ�
ŝƚ�ƚŽ�ǇŽƵ͘��ůů�ƉŚŽƚŽƐ�ŵƵƐƚ�ŚĂǀĞ�ŝĚĞŶƟĨǇŝŶŐ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ͘�tĞ͛ƌĞ�ƐŽƌƌǇ�ǁĞ�ĐĂŶ͛ƚ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞ�ƐƚŽƌŝĞƐ�Žƌ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ĚĞƚĂŝůƐ͘

YƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ͍���ŵĂŝů�Žƌ�ĐĂůů�:ĂŶŝĐĞ�DĐ�ĚĂŵƐ�Ăƚ�ũŵĐĂĚĂŵƐΛƚƐĚĐŚ͘ŽƌŐ�Žƌ�ϵϭϵͲϴϭϬͲϰϭϲϳ͘

Deadline for photos is Monday, November 5th.

You are cordially invited to a
Headmaster Coffee 
with Dr. Denton
 
Wednesday, November 7
8:15–9:30 a.m. 
Lower School Great Room Families are invited alphabetically:

 Date   Last Name
 Wed., Nov. 7  A–E
 Wed., Dec. 5  F–J
 Mon., Dec. 10  K–O
 Wed., Jan. 9   P–S
 Tues., Jan. 15   T–Z

!e mission of Trinity School is to educate students in transitional kindergarten to grade twelve within the framework of Christian faith and 
conviction—teaching the classical tools of learning; providing a rich yet unhurried curriculum; and communicating truth, goodness, and beauty.

!is is a great opportunity to ask questions about Trinity, 
gather with other Trinity families, and share ideas with 
Dr. Denton. All Trinity parents and guardians will be 
invited to a co"ee. Please come and enjoy the company 
of others who value Trinity. If you are unable to attend 
on the date indicated, please feel free to attend on another 
date.
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How do we pressure 
our students?

What are the 
consequences?

Join the national
conversation about 
the impact of the 
achievement culture 
on our students.

Learn ways we all 
buy in and what 
we can do about it.

THE TRINITY PARENT 
ORGANIZATION PRESENTS 

Race to Nowhere

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29

6:30 p.m. Film Screening

8:00 p.m. Panel Discussion

Blue Gym

racetonowhere.com
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PRESENTED BY
TRINITY US DRAMA

A Murder is Announced
Agatha Christie’s

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9  7:00PM
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10  2:00PM & 7:00PM

TICKETS:  $5 - general admission
                                               $4 - Trinity students & staff

Trinity School of Durham and Chapel Hill
4011 Pickett Road

Durham, NC 27705

Reserve your tickets today at www.seatyourself.biz/trinityschoolnc. 
Performances will be held in the South Building Library.



Trinity Lions 
Athletics

Left: Five straight conference 
championships—Trinity 
Varsity Volleyball!

Above: Trinity 
Varsity Tennis at its 
first 2A state 
tournament—the 
future is bright!

Below: Band of brothers—2012 Trinity 
Varsity Soccer team

Celebrating our Upper 
School fall teams...
the winter season now 
is underway
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