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Grades 9 – 12



T
HE TEEN YEARS are a time of exciting
intellectual, social, and spiritual growth.
With clear, supportive boundaries, a rich
and engaging school life, and knowledgeable
teachers who care deeply for them, students
truly can thrive.

Trinity’s Upper School offers a stimulating learning
environment with high standards that prepares students well
for college and beyond. Students will find here a great
collection of college prep and honors classes that emphasize
depth, inquiry, independent thinking, and eloquent
expression, all within the framework of Christian faith and
conviction. In our Upper School community, they enjoy lots
of freedom, trust, and responsibility—it’s the best way, we
think, to encourage their full and honorable investment in
their Trinity experience. Our small classes allow students and
faculty to work closely together, and there are many
opportunities for students to develop their leadership skills,
whether through Student Council, Robotics, our distinctive
Service Learning and Leadership Program, Model UN
Global Studies, or our many interscholastic sports teams.

If you’re looking for a vibrant community of learners who
inquire deeply into big questions, express themselves
creatively and confidently in words and in the arts, play for
some of the best coaches in the area, want to make a
difference in other peoples’ lives, enjoy knowing—and being
genuinely known by—a superb faculty, and pray, worship, and
grow together...we encourage you to come learn more about
Trinity.

WA R R E N  G O U L D
D i r e c t o r  o f  U p p e r  S c h o o l

O u r  M i s s i o n
The mission of Trinity

School is to educate
students in transitional

kindergarten to grade
twelve within the

framework of Christian
faith and conviction –

teaching the classical
tools of learning;

providing a rich yet
unhurried curriculum;

and communicating
truth, goodness, and

beauty.



T
RINITY OFFERS a strong college preparatory curriculum with
several programs unique in our area. Our Humanities program, which
integrates English and history, is organized around “big questions” and
focuses on teaching students to engage with important ideas and to think
deeply and communicate well. Offering discrete levels of college prep and
honors mathematics (through Calculus II) and lab science (from ninth-

grade Physics through electives like Biochemistry, Field Biology, Anatomy and Physiology,
and Advanced Physics) allows us to place students in these courses according to their gifts
and interests. Our award-winning Robotics program has helped students discover their
love of STEM fields like engineering. Our Senior Capstone program provides both the
guidance and the time to delve deeply into sophisticated questions, problems, or tasks—be
it creating an original children’s book, mentoring a small group of younger students, or
restoring the engine of a 1966 Chevrolet.

Our faculty are masters of their disciplines, with 85% holding advanced degrees in their
field, including 5 PhDs. They bring a breadth and depth of experience that complements
their knowledge of their subjects and their faith. Teachers work closely with our Upper
Schoolers to help them solidify their skills and pursue areas of interest.

In addition to a wide variety of electives, students enjoy Winterim, two weeks of non-
academic enrichment courses like ballroom dancing, cooking, service projects, creative
writing, a cappella singing, and the history of baseball, to name just a few. Winterim gives
our Upper Schoolers the chance to learn something outside the typical classroom, just for
the joy of learning.

“This is our 12th year at Trinity. It is truly a community -
a community of learners, artists, athletes, and friends.
My children have been supported and encouraged every
step of the way. The small size allows for involvement in
many things so the students have the opportunity to
discover talents - both academic and extracurricular -
that might otherwise go undiscovered. Trinity has been a
wonderful experience for our family.” Trinity Parent

excellent academic program



T
RINITY OFFERS STUDENTS a broad
range of electives and the opportunity to take many
different courses. Some of these are organized
around the pedagogical values of the 21st century
classroom and focus on project-based and
collaborative learning. 

“Trinity has helped to develop the promising young leader
that I see emerging. I am simply delighted by his Biblical
knowledge and desire to live a moral and Christian life. He
often is able to share what he has learned at school with me
concerning the Sunday morning message at our church. I
am blessed to have the opportunity for my son to continue
high school at Trinity. He wouldn't have it any other way!”
Trinity Parent

diverse general electives

Robotics

Model UN Global Studies

Yearbook

Servant Leadership

Global and Local Sustainability

Literacy and the Augustine Project

Social Entrepreneurship 

Digital Photography

Music Ensembles – Vocal and Jazz

Performance Theater

Visual Art – Foundation Art, Digital
Photography, Ceramics, Drawing,
Painting, and Senior Portfolio

Psychology

Computer Programming



making a difference
S e r v i c e  L e a r n i n g  a n d  L e a d e r s h i p  P r o g r a m

T
RINITY’S UPPER SCHOOLERS have many
opportunities to make a difference in our community and
in the world. Through partnerships with local nonprofits
and universities, our distinctive Service Learning and
Leadership Program offers courses and service
opportunities that help students examine complex issues

such as hunger, homelessness, environmental conservation, and illiteracy.
By serving others, they discover the fruits of humble, Christlike service,
deepen their faith, and learn servant-leadership skills. Courses include
significant service components, and select upperclassmen are mentored by
and serve as paid interns with social entrepreneurs in downtown Durham.

Through our Alternative Spring Break trips to places like Haiti and the
Dominican Republic, our Winterim trip to Africa, and our summer trip to
China, students gain a global perspective and learn more about global
issues and challenges.

Students also have the opportunity to hone their leadership skills within
the school community. Through serving on the Honor Council or in
Student Government, running the student store, starting a new club,
being an athletic team captain, or participating in the performing arts,
students grow in their ability to lead and are prepared to make a difference
wherever they go.

Photo: Upper Schoolers see the sights after a week of classes, meetings, and collaboration with
Chinese leaders and students.

“Service Learning connects our students’ minds to their
hearts and hands.  Through a combination of rich
readings, insightful discussions, guest speakers, and
films, we examine a range of social issues such as
poverty, literacy, and sustainability.  Then we head out
into the Durham community to work with local groups
that are tackling these issues…” Trinity Parent

Trinity families spend a week
serving in the Dominican
Republic as part of our
Alternative Spring Break trip.



T
RINITY’S UPPER SCHOOL gives students
the opportunity to develop close friendships within
and across grades, as students from all levels of the
Upper School join together in electives, performing
arts groups, and athletic teams. Our size makes it
possible for students to work closely with teachers

and coaches. At Trinity, students are known and loved. 

The school year begins with overnight class trips that help students
make and renew friendships and bond together as a class. These trips
create memories that our students still talk about years after they’ve
graduated.

For teens, friendships play a crucial role in personal and social
development. Trinity sponsors a variety of formal and informal
social events throughout the year for Upper Schoolers, including
dances, movie nights, an all-night Lock-In, and the Spring Formal. 

Trinity’s supportive Upper School community, challenging
academics, and rich co-curricular programs prepare our students
well for life in college and beyond. Come visit our campus and see
for yourself all the facets of life in Trinity’s Upper School.

“The best word I can think of to describe Trinity is
'welcoming'. I wasn't sure what to expect when I started
here in high school, but the transition has been seamless
because of the community. The size makes it much easier
to connect with people in all grades and to become close to
students who aren't in your grade. Teachers aren't
intimidating and are always open to help or just talk to
about things that interest me, and everywhere you go
there's a friendly face.” Trinity Parent

upper school community
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